  MINUTES OF THE CITY OF HEPPNER CITY COUNCIL MEETING
HEPPNER CITY HALL, 111 N. MAIN STREET, HEPPNER, OREGON

7:00 PM, SEPTEMBER 12, 2005,
ATTENDEES:
Larry Mills, Interim City Manager
Tim Van Cleave, Mayor

Council Members:

Cindi Doherty

George Koffler

Judy Buschke

Tom Wolff

Glenn Baker

Absent:  Councilor, Kay Robinson

Brian Harmon, Public Works Department

Anne Spicer, City Attorney

Morrow County Sheriff’s Department, Sgt. Randy Rayburn

Morrow County Sheriff’s Department, Deputy Justin Slinger

Heppner Gazette Times, David Sykes

Members of the Public:

Jerry Healy

Nancy Gochnauer, Chamber of Commerce

1.  GENERAL BUSINESS:


A)  Call to Order.  The September 12, 2005 meeting of the Heppner City Council was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor Tim Van Cleave.


B)  Pledge of Allegiance:  Mayor Van Cleave led the Council members and attendees in the Pledge of Allegiance.


C)  Announcements:  Mr. Mills outlined several additions to the Agenda as follows:


1)  Appointments to vacant positions on the Planning Commission.



2)  Water Project report by Mr. Ferguson.



3)  Memorandum, Kuhn & Spicer, September 9, 2005, Subject:  Inland Development/Windwave/CenturyTel Franchise Ordinance.


D)  Approval of the Minutes from the August 8, 2005 Council Meeting, and August 25, 2005 Special Council Meeting.



1)  Members identified several changes as follows:



a)  August 8, 2005 minutes, Page 6, Para 6:  Second sentence should read:  “Mr. Wolff stated that CBEC’s original agreement was to use the right-of-way and cover the cost of public lighting, not to provide a revenue stream for the city.”  


b)  August 8, 2005 minutes, Page 10, Para 9.  COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY ATTORNEY, first sentence should read:  “City Attorney Kuhn stated that there are problems dealing with the Breeding property due to the reassignment of one of the mortgages.”  

Motion by Mr. Baker to accept both sets of minutes (Regular Council Meeting, August 8, 2005, and Special Council Meeting, August 25, 2005).  Seconded by Mrs. Doherty.  Motion Carried unanimously.  


E)  Report from Planning Commission:

Mr. Van Cleave stated that no Planning Commission meeting was held in September 2005.  However, Mayor Van Cleave stated that he has two candidates to fill the vacancies on the commission:  Kandy Boyd and Jeff Bailey.  Kandy Boyd will replace Mr. Gentry and Jeff Bailey will replace Mrs. Kendrick.  
Motion by Mr. Koffler to approve the appointments of Ms. Boyd to fill Jerry Gentry’s position, and Mr. Bailey to fill Deborah Kendrick’s position.  Seconded by Mr. Wolff.  Motion Carried unanimously.


F)  Correspondence:



1)  Letter, Morrow County Planning Department, August 11, 2005, Subject:  Fiscal Support for Morrow County Water Use Committee.  

Discussion:  Mr. Mills stated that a committee has been formed in Morrow County that includes representatives from all the Cities, the Port of Morrow, the Columbia Improvement District, West Extension Irrigation District, and the Morrow Soil and Water Conservation District.  The purpose of the committee is to support the critical ground water area in the county.  Several meetings have been held and the committee plans to compile a long range water plan.  The Committee is requesting funding contributions.  Mr. Mills suggested a nominal donation of approximately $250.00 from the City Council. 

Mr. Baker asked what the benefit to the City of Heppner would be.  According to Mr. Mills, this would allow Heppner to be able to provide input in developing the water plan.  Mr. Wolff feels that the City should have the right to express their opinion.
Motion by Mr. Wolff that the City contribute $250.00 to the Morrow County Water Use Committee in order to keep abreast of actions taking place.  Seconded by Mr. Baker.

Motion Carried unanimously.



2)  Letter, John Edmundson, August 25, 2005, Subject:  Stray Cat Problem.

Discussion:  Mr. Van Cleave stated that he has discussed this issue with Mr. Edmundson.  Mr. Edmundson is concerned about the cat population in Heppner and suggested that a licensing requirement be considered.  The Council had previously decided not to take action on this issue at the present time.  Mr. Baker asked if there was an animal control officer in the City and according to Mr. Mills, the Sheriff’s department handles dog control for the City.  There is an ordinance in place to deal with dogs.  

Mr. Koffler feels that the Council should wait until the volume of complaints on the cat issue increases before taking any action.  According to Mr. Harmon, many people make the mistake of feeding the stray cats.  Mr. Healy stated that the cats in his neighborhood on Hager Street are a problem.  He also noted that there is also a cat problem on Center Street.  Mr. Baker asked if an ordinance was enacted, whether it would solve the problem.  Mr. Koffler stated that the Council should monitor the problem carefully before taking additional action.  An item about the cat problem in the City Newsletter was suggested.
2.  COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC.  

A)  Oral communications from the public not on the agenda.  

At this point, Mr. Mills has asked Mr. Bill Ferguson, Moore Excavation, to give a status report on the Water Project.  Mr. Ferguson reported that the City of Heppner has been a challenge and they have learned a lot from this project.  Moore will start on Baltimore Street on Tuesday or Wednesday of this week.  The work should take approximately one week, depending on problems.  The work on the bridges needs to be completed.  Pressure testing has been done on Elder and Aiken Streets.  Paving needs to be completed, and some of the services on Hager Street need to be finalized.  Connections to the Hospital need to be done.  By the end of the month, Moore should have the project completed.  The pavers will be back in Heppner one more time to finish their work.  A walk-through inspection is scheduled for September 26.  

In answer to a question by Mr. Koffler, Mr. Ferguson stated that there will probably be approximately $10,000 left in the contingency line item.  Mr. Wolff asked how Moore feels about the project and if they are making a profit.  According to Mr. Ferguson, Moore is pleased with the project.  There are some problems with the Balm Fork Bridge which Mr. Ferguson will check on tomorrow.  

Mr. Healy commented on dirty water at the CBEC building and showed a photo of the condition of the water.  According to Mr. Ferguson, it is clear at this time.  Mr. Ferguson stated that it probably will take some time for the water to completely clear up since CBEC’s facility is located up hill.  There is a hydrant in the area that can be flushed.


b)  St. Patrick’s Casino Night and Oktoberfest.  

Discussion:  Mrs. Gochnauer stated that she is representing the Chamber of Commerce and St. Patrick’s Day Committee.  She reported that last year a Casino Night was held and they had a permit for one year.  She would like the Council to endorse the Casino Night for 2006.  Mr. Koffler asked whether the City’s liability insurance would cover this and according to Mr. Mills, the City covers this since the City sponsors the St. Patrick’s event.  According to Mrs. Spicer, the license should be requested in the near future since there was a delay last year.

Mr. Van Cleave stated that he would like to see a board appointed to oversee the event and begin planning.  The board should consist of representatives from the Council, Chamber of Commerce, and St. Patrick’s Committee.

Motion by Mr. Wolff that the City authorize the St. Patrick’s Casino night and that the city apply for a gaming license for the event.  Seconded by Mr. Koffler.  Motion Carried unanimously.

Oktoberfest:  Mrs. Gochnauer requested permission to hold an Oktoberfest on October 8, 2005, and include sidewalk vendors and a beer garden in the parking lot by the Post Office.  She would like permission for the vendors and use of the parking lot.  Since there will not be a street dance, no permit for use of the highway will be required.  

Motion by Mr. Koffler to approve the Oktoberfest as requested for 2005.  Seconded by Mrs. Buschke.  Motion Carried unanimously.

3.  PUBLIC HEARINGS  (Public Hearings opened at 7:35 PM)

A.  Hearing on Declaring Certain Property a Nuisance and Ordering Cleanup of Property.  535 S. Court Street, Map #2S 2635CB, Tax Lot #200.

Sgt. Rayburn reported that the property at 535 S. Court has been cleaned and no further action is required.

Public Hearings closed at 7:38 PM.

4.  COUNCIL ACTION.  None required.

5.  COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE COUNTY SHERIFF REPRESENTATIVE


A)  Activity Report.  Sgt Rayburn reported that they are 98.8 hours over.  Regarding the Activity Report, there is no way to do this in the same format as it was in the past since all items would have to be hand-written.  Therefore, the current format will continue.


B)  Police Commission.  Mr. Wolff stated that the patrols in Heppner are very acceptable.  Mr. Van Cleave asked if there has been any stops on speeders and drivers ignoring stop signs.  Sgt Rayburn stated that this problem has abated.  The radar trailer will be in Heppner later this month.  


C)  Code Enforcement.



1)  510 Cowins Street, Lars Wenberg.  Sgt Rayburn reported that there is an abandoned vehicle on the property which is not licensed and has flat tires.  It appears to be inoperable.  There is another vehicle on the property that may or may not run.  


2)  Dr. Wenberg’s property at 288 N. Main Street.  Deputy Slinger reported that some of the original vehicles have been moved to other locations.  However, additional vehicles have been located on the property.  The red van and the white vehicle are not licensed.


3)  440 Water Street, Monahan.  This property is overgrown with weeds, garbage is strewn around the property, and there are several abandoned or inoperable vehicles on the property.

Deputy Slinger recommends sending Wenbergs a letter to remove all abandoned vehicles on the properties on Cowins and Main Street.  

Motion by Mr. Koffler to commence code enforcement actions on all three properties.  Seconded by Mr. Baker.  Motion Carried unanimously.



4)  Breeding Property.  Deputy Slinger reported that Cory Breeding is moving his vehicles to different locations in Heppner.  Once the vehicles are moved, the removal process will have to be started over again.


D)  Additional Discussion.  



1)  Mr. Mills reported that Father Condon has requested permission to install a Handicapped Parking space in front of St. Patrick’s church on Gale Street, and some in the parking lot behind the church.  .  According to Deputy Slinger, there is no problem with this.  Father Condon is agreeable to paying for this and having the City do the work since they have the equipment available.  The area on Gale Street allows parallel parking.  
6.  COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.  


A)  Activity Report – Brian Harmon.

Mr. Harmon reported Public Works actions for the last month.  Mr. Mills reported that Public Works Director, Nelson may be able to return to work part time for the remainder of this week, and full time thereafter.  Mr. Nelson’s medical problems are covered by his insurance and are not work-related.  

Mr. Harmon reported that Public Works Employees have been very busy.  They have been repairing service leaks in town, along with water pressure problems.  

Mr. Mills stated that there are some projects that need to be worked on.  He would like all problem areas encountered during the water project documented so that they can be added to a map so that in the future everything can be located.  
Mr. Harmon reported that Public Works has been doing quite a bit of work at the sewer plant hauling biosolids.  Roger Britt has been contracted to do this at this time since the Publics Works crew is involved in handling problems as a result of the water project..
Mr. Koffler asked if there were a lot of leak situations on the homeowners side of the meters and how are they handled.  According to Mr. Harmon, these are handled on a case-by-case basis.  They have also been dealing with high pressure problems in the last five days.  Mr. Harmon stated they have advised people to call City Hall when they have pressure problems.  Every house on Fairview Way has a pressure reducing valve installed.  

Mr. Harmon reported that there are pressure discrepancies on Sperry Street.  Mr. Mills added that his crews are trying to handle each case individually.  Mrs. Meacham on Court Street had a problem that has been turned in to the insurance company.  
According to Mr. Harmon, there are some items that will be completed when the contractor performs the final inspection and punch list.  


B)  Utilities Commission – Next meeting September 15.


C)  Parks and Lands/Beautification Commission Meeting – Next meeting October 13.


D)  Water Improvement Project Status Report.  Reported earlier in the meeting by Mr. Ferguson.  


E)  Striping on Riverside Avenue.  

Discussion:  Mr. Mills discussed the fact that the County has offered to stripe the newly paved area.  Council members were advised to look at the area and provide their opinion on action to be taken.  Mr. Wolff’s opinion is not to stripe the road unless the striping is moved from the area previously marked by the County.  Mr. Harmon’s opinion is that if the road is not striped there will be liability issues.  Mr. Koffler asked if the city could have the striping put where they want it.  Mr. Mills is not sure whether the county would allow this.  Mr. Baker feels that striping the road would create a problem.  There are considerations regarding parking in front of residences along Riverside.  
Motion by Mr. Koffler to stripe Riverside Avenue.  Seconded by Mrs. Doherty.

Discussion:  Mr. Koffler recommends striping the street with a center line and fog lines.  He would like the striping to be logical.  Mr. Harmon feels the engineer should be consulted.

Question:

In Favor:  Koffler



     Doherty



    Van Cleave



    Wolff

Opposed:  Baker



      Buschke

Motion Carried.

Mr. Koffler requested that Mr. Mills be given the latitude to consult with the engineer.  Mr. Mills would like to inspect the road with the Councilors before talking to Burke O’Brien, Morrow County Public Works.


F.  Additional Discussion:



1)  Mr. Wolff asked about the North Main Street and Campbell Way paving.  According to Mr. Mills, Moore is not ready for the pavers to return to Heppner, so the paving will not be done until they return.  



2)  Mr. Koffler asked about the discussion with Wunderlichs and Wilkinsons on the use of their wells.  According to Mr. Mills, Wunderlichs and Wilkinsons have decided to discuss their proposal further. 



3)  Concerning the old pool site, Mr. Mills feels that once Baltimore Street is completed, there should be enough dirt to finish filling the pool.  


4)  Mr. Harmon stated that Hager Park has been watered.  Covering the dirt with lawn clippings to cut down on the dust was discussed.



5)  Mr. Harmon discussed allowing Pendleton to use the City’s sewer truck this year.  Heppner charges them for the use of the truck.  They have used it previously.  

7.  COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE FIRE CHIEF.  None.

8.  COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE CITY MANAGER.


A)  Flood Study – Status report.  Mr. Mills reported that he had talked to FEMA.  He has submitted a comment in behalf of the City concerning Riverside Avenue.  He has requested that the floodplain in that area be reduced.  Completion date for the maps is unknown.

B)  Tippage Fee Grant Applications.  Mr. Mills reported that he has submitted two applications.  One is for $12,500 for the old pool site landscaping, sign, and lighting, and one for $18,500 to extend the sidewalk down Riverside for 900 feet.  The meeting for making decisions on this is on September 20.  Mr. Koffler has asked Mr. Mills to represent the City at this meeting.


C)  UGB Expansion.  Mr. Mills reported that Carla McClane. Morrow County Planning, informed him that they are waiting for a letter from Martin Davis to inform them that he cannot fulfill his obligation to complete the project due to health problems.  Currently, they are looking for another consultant to fill Mr. Davis’ position and complete the project.

8:26 PM – Mr. Wolff left the meeting.


D)  WindWave Franchise Agreement.  Mr. Mills reported that he has discussed this with Nate Arbogast and CenturyTel have agreed to pay the fee on Voice Over Internet Protocol (VOIP).  Mr. Arbogast has agreed that if the ordinance is amended to include VOIP, CenturyTel has also agreed to pay the fee when they get VOIP.  According to Mrs. Spicer, CenturyTel does not have VOIP.  She clarified the ordinance which is based on Oakridge’s ordinance which is based on footage.  In answer to Mr. Koffler’s question as to whether the ordinance covers the possibility of WindWave offering phone service to Heppner using the lines.  Mr. Healy stated that if CenturyTel is paying fees on this, he is in favor of WindWave paying fees.  

Mr. Koffler asked about the franchise fee from Heppner TV.  According to Mr. Mills, Mr. Arbogast stated that this would not change.  Mr. Koffler asked what action the council needs to take and Mr. Mills stated that the ordinance has already been passed.

Motion by Mr. Koffler to instruct the City Attorney to make changes to bring the WindWave ordinance into a competitively neutral stance with CenturyTel’s ordinance.  Seconded by Mr. Baker.

Motion Carried unanimously.

E)  Resolution No._____, A Resolution Approving Accounts Payable for Payment.

Discussion:  Mr. Baker inquired on behalf of Mr. Wolff concerning several items on the list of accounts payable:


Cal-Pacific Products:  Pump for the sewage plant.


Cingular Wireless:  Cell phone service for Public Works employees.


Cougar Mountain:  Software support for accounting system.


Kuhn & Spicer:  Normal and usual feels, fees for Breeding property, Franchise fee


Miller & Sons Welding:  Hiring of Miller & Sons roller for Riverside Avenue

Motion by Mrs. Doherty to Accept Resolution 616-05, Approving Accounts Payable for Payment.  Seconded by Mr. Baker.

Motion Carried (Mr. Wolff absent).

8:40 PM – Mr. Wolff returned.

Mr. Koffler announced that he and Mrs. Doherty are disbanding the finance committee which was formed to review the bills prior to Council meetings.

Mr. Mills asked the Council’s opinion of using a Consent Agenda for the Council meetings to handle recurring items.  He would also like to include all of the minutes from the various commissions into one section.  The consensus of the Council was to try this for the next month.

F)  August Financial Statement. Mr. Mills reported that everything is close to budget.  They are over budget on repairs to the Golf Course.  This will be a transfer.

9.  COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY ATTORNEY.

Mrs. Spicer reported that the default on the Breeding property was sent in today.  Mr. Mills is appointed receiver on behalf of the City Council.  The cleanup should be started next week following signature by the judge.  The property has been sold to the first mortgage holder.  According to Mrs. Spicer, the legal fees can be added to the cleanup costs.  There are approximately $2,000 in legal fees.

10.  COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR/CITY COUNCILORS


A)  City Manager Recruitment.  Mr. Van Cleave reported that a Special Council meeting will be held on September 21 to review the background checks, select candidates to interview, and draft interview questions.  

B)  Heppner Housing Authority.  Mrs. Buschke reported that all but two tenants have signed the revised lease.  They are advertising for cooks for the Wednesday meal site, and 5 people have applied.  There are 5 vacancies in the apartments.  However, Mrs. Alberta Johannes has sold her home and plans to move into an apartment.  

C)  Safety Committee – next meeting will be held in late September.

D)  Mayor/Councilor comments.



1)  Mrs. Doherty inquired about the questions for the recruitment meeting.  According to Mr. Mills, there are some mandatory questions, and councilors should have their choice of preferred questions prepared.


2)  Councilors had questions on a contract for the new City Manager.  Mrs. Spicer recommended a probationary period for the new incumbent be included.

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 PM.  







PAGE  
1
Minutes –September 12, 2005, Heppner City Council Meeting


